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 ““ENTREPRENEURSHIP: FORESEEING CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES””   
KEYNOTE SPEAKER PROF AARD J. GROEN 
 
 Prof Aard J. Groen will discuss the role of uncertainty in business and economics, especially looking at the role of 

entrepreneurship. Foreseeing the future is only possible to some extent, and crises lead to real uncertainty as 
innovation also can do. How do entrepreneurs handle uncertainty and how they can be supported? Prof. Groen will 
discuss the typical processes of entrepreneurs handling (sometimes self-created) uncertainty. Based on social system 
theory he will go into the character of entrepreneurial processes and the possible outcomes. Furthermore, the role of 
supporting startups and scale ups and the role of universities and the government will be examined. 

 
Dean of Entrepreneurship, University of Groningen centre of entrepreneurship Professor of Entrepreneurship and Valorization, University 
of Groningen 

Aard Groen holds a full professor position on entrepreneurship and valorization at the University of Groningen. Groen is Dean 
entrepreneurship at the University of Groningen. Founder of University of Groningen Centre of Entrepreneurship. Until beginning of 2020 
Groen also held a full professor position on Innovative Entrepreneurship at the University of Twente, he was in 2001 co-founder of NIKOS 
centre of entrepreneurship at the University of Twente.  

Groen is a leader in designing successful entrepreneurship accelerators and university entrepreneurship education programs, in the Netherlands, and internationally in countries 
such as Russia, India, China, and in the Bepart project (Baltic Entrepreneurship Partnership) he worked also on entrepreneurship at universities in this region.  His research 
focuses on knowledge intensive entrepreneurship in start ups and existing ventures across a range of advanced technology sectors.  His keynotes on university-industry 
collaboration, technology commercialization, key competencies for entrepreneurship, and leveraging networks for business development are featured at international 
conferences and symposia. Professor Groen teaches on innovation, entrepreneurship, marketing and business development. Groen is adviser to several startups and growing 
companies and advice committees for example for EIT, NWO, SNN.  Dr. Groen has written extensively on developing start-up and enterprise-scale businesses by leveraging 
industrial and international networks.  His papers have been published in the Journal of Management, International Journal of Small Business, Journal of Product Innovation 
Management, Social Science & Medicine, Technovation and elsewhere  (For his publications, please refer to Google Scholar: http://bit.ly/1jhj5Iq ). He has been a co-founder of 
several entrepreneurship minor programs, accelerator trainings, and teaches courses on entrepreneurship, innovation, marketing and methodology on all academic levels. 
Furthermore, dr. Groen has been a member of accreditation committees for academic programs on business & entrepreneurship. 
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